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their ideas into reality and implement
new solutions and ways to teach. This
series of grants consist of the $30 mil-
lion Washington State School Grant
Program which will serve approxi-
mately 140 schools, and the $150 million
School District Grant Program which
includes $50 million for 10–11 districts
in Washington State.

Finally, the Foundation is providing
the Seattle School District with a $26
million grant that will assist the dis-
trict in its use of technology to help
students meet Washington state’s chal-
lenging academic standards.

I’m sure my colleagues join me in
thanking Bill and Melinda Gates for
their significant and considerate con-
tribution to education. I know that
current and future generations of stu-
dents will benefit greatly from this
gift. The education of our children is
the key to the success of our country
and the Gateses have given all of our
students an even greater chance of suc-
ceeding.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I want
to share with my colleagues some great
education news for schools in Wash-
ington state and around the country.
Today, the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation announced a nationwide
commitment to provide $350 million
over three years to help students suc-
ceed in the classroom.

As a former educator in Washington
state, I’m especially pleased that more
than $200 million dollars will go to
Washington state classrooms. This gen-
erous contribution will put money
where we know it will make a dif-
ference: helping all students achieve by
developing strong leadership skills in
our teachers and administrators.

As we work here in the Senate on our
national education policy, today’s an-
nouncement is a reminder that edu-
cating our children is a team effort—
and there are important roles for fed-
eral, state, and local officials, as well
as businesses, nonprofit organizations,
and individuals.

For years, the people I represent
have seen first-hand the generosity and
sense of community that Bill and
Melinda Gates possess. Their founda-
tion has worked to vaccinate poor chil-
dren against diseases, to bring com-
puters to libraries across the country,
and to provide scholarships to talented
minority students. We in Washington
state have known about it since the be-
ginning, and I’m proud that today, the
whole nation gets to see it—and benefit
from it.

I couldn’t be more proud of the Gates
Foundation on this special occasion
and can’t wait to see the many ways
this will improve education for mil-
lions of students.

As we begin our work to reauthorize
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act, I hope that this major an-
nouncement serves to remind us that
local school districts—on their own—
don’t have all the resources they need.
Individuals have a role to play as men-
tors, volunteers and coaches. Chari-

table foundations have a role to play,
and the federal government also has a
role to play.

I hope the Senate will follow the im-
portant and thoughtful example set by
the Gates Foundation to do our best to
give all students the resources and the
tools they need to reach their poten-
tial.

RECOGNITION OF THE ‘‘FROM THE
TOP’’ PROGRAM

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I would
like to announce the winner of my 33rd
Innovation in Education Award. This
award goes to a national group spon-
sored by Boston Public Radio titled
‘‘From the Top.’’ I learned about this
program when I attended a ‘‘From the
Top’’ performance in Spokane on Janu-
ary 29th. Two students from Wash-
ington state, Stephen Beus of Othello
and Justin Mackewich of Vancouver,
participated in the concert and I was
amazed by their technique and their
immense talent. I was delighted to see
such outstanding students excelling in
the arts and am pleased to award Ste-
phen and Justin and recognize this ex-
ceptional program.

Both Stephen and Justin are very
gifted musicians. I was amazed by Ste-
phen’s skill at the piano and the Four
Seasons Quartet that Justin played in
was astounding. I hope to attend more
of their concerts in the future.

‘‘From the Top’’ consists of a series
of public radio performances, taped in
front of live audiences. These perform-
ances have been given across the coun-
try in places like Boston, New York
City, Sarasota, Florida, and St. Paul,
Minnesota. The concept for ‘‘From the
Top’’ is to highlight the performances
of exceptional, pre-college age, clas-
sical musicians. Indeed, their perform-
ances make a ‘‘From the Top’’ concert
a remarkable experience.

An additional positive impact of
‘‘From the Top’’ is that it provides an
arena for people of all ages to enjoy
classical music. In today’s modern
world, we must take the time to enjoy
the classics and encourage our youth
to value the great symphonies and
music from the past. ‘‘From the Top’’
is an excellent source for all ages and
walks of life to learn more about clas-
sical music.

Each week, I give an ‘‘Innovation in
Education’’ Award to individuals or
groups within the education system
who make outstanding contributions
to the education of our children. I be-
lieve that ‘‘From the Top’’ gives our
students exposure to the arts that pro-
vides an invaluable enrichment to any
child’s upbringing. I hope my col-
leagues will join me in recognizing the
great contributions of ‘‘From the Top’’.

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, in honor

of Leap Day, which was yesterday, I
am going to vary my regular format.

It is estimated that 200,000 people in
the United States were born on Feb-

ruary 29th. While these individuals
may not share their birthdays with
their families and loved ones every
year, they do share—every year—in the
less than desirable Federal debt like
the rest of us.

Since 1970, the Federal debt has leapt
remarkably—reaching
$5,735,333,348,132.58 (Five trillion, seven
hundred thirty-five billion, three hun-
dred thirty-three million, three hun-
dred forty-eight thousand, one hundred
thirty-two dollars and fifty-eight
cents) at the close of business yester-
day, February 29, 2000.

The previous Leap Day, February 29,
1996, the Federal debt stood at
$5,016,041,000,000 (Five trillion, sixteen
billion, forty-one million) which re-
flects a debt increase of more than $700
billion—$719,292,348,132.58 (Seven hun-
dred nineteen billion, two hundred
ninety-two million, three hundred
forty-eight thousand, one hundred thir-
ty-two dollars and fifty-eight cents)
during the past four years.

Today, Mr. President, each citizen’s
share of the Federal debt is $20,727.13.
Translating this figure into the
amount that Leap Day citizens owe,
the figure becomes $4,145,426,000.00
(Four billion, one hundred forty-five
million, four hundred twenty-six thou-
sand). This amount may not seem like
a lot, but it is when you consider it is
only enough to pay down four days
worth of the interest on the Federal
debt.

Mr. President, I wish my Senate col-
leagues to note how tragic it is that
our country’s debt leaps with more fre-
quency than the years do.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO VETERANS OF THE
U.S. NAVY ASIATIC FLEET

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the heroism
and sacrifices of the sailors and ma-
rines who served in the U.S. Navy’s
Asiatic Fleet.

The Asiatic Fleet established itself
as one of the premier assets of the
United States Navy during its years of
operation. Officially commissioned by
the Navy in 1910, The Asiatic Fleet’s
origins can be traced back to 1845,
when the United States first estab-
lished a naval presence in the Far East.
The United States established the Asi-
atic Fleet to protect American inter-
ests in the western Pacific. The sailors
and marines of the Asiatic Fleet en-
sured the safety of United States citi-
zens and foreign nationals and provided
humanitarian assistance in that region
during the Chinese civil war, the
Yangtze Flood of 1931, and the out-
break of Sino-Japanese hostilities. The
increasing risks faced by U.S. military
personnel serving in this region were
highlighted by the accidental bombings
and sinking of a U.S. Navy gunboat be-
longing to the Asiatic Fleet, the U.S.S.
Panay, in international waters by Jap-
anese aircraft in 1937—four years before
the U.S. entered World War II.
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